
ROSSO DI MONTALCINO
2021

94/100

What is Rosso di Montalcino for Francesco Ripaccioli? “Put the wine in a 
reduction tank, a.k.a. the bottle” he says with utmost seriousness. Here is 
how his Rosso is made, by tasting through barrels and finding wines that 
will only have the structure to become a “base” Brunello and Ripaccioli 
does not make that kind of wine. That may sound a bit elitist but it’s not – 
and also true. Selling less expensive Brunello may be attractive to the 
market and easier but Francesco will not take these kinds of short cuts. So 
now you know what a Canalicchio di Sopra Rosso really is. As for 2021 the 
concentration is at the peak for the DOC and if you slipped this blind into 
a Brunello tasting not a single taster would pull this as the ringer. But it is 
a different wine and needs to be treated and respected that way, to think 
of its potential as that of its character. Still the extract, pH, structure and 
even acidity are at levels that will see this travel across decades. 
Oxidation? Not a chance. This could stay in bottle before releasing it until 
2025 but it was released in January 2023. For the market. Drink 2025-2032.

- Michael Godel -


